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___________________________________________ 

Introduction:  
Arborphilia through the Ages 

___________________________________________ 
 
 
 
When I was in graduate school I ran marathons and, to avoid the worst 
of the polluted air, in Pasadena, which is adjacent to Los Angeles in 
California. I would usually arise and be on the road before dawn. I often 
ran in the Arroyo Seco, a canyon through which the Los Angeles River 
had been channelized in cement as a ood control measure.  
 One misty early morning while descending into the canyon near the 
famous Rose Bowl stadium, I had the impression that the trees, shim-
mering in a light breeze, were communicating with me. They were 
saying, not audibly as spoken words, but more as thoughts that were 
coming into my mind, that they were working hard, doing everything 
they could, to overcome our polluting ways by purifying the air. There 
was an ethical implication I perceived too: that we should repent our 
injurious ways and learn our planetary manners. 
 I had an active imagination. 
 At least, that is the way I re ect on the experience today, wondering 
about the brain chemistry involved in what some have called the 
runners’ high, or whether that perception is an example of the ‘hyper-
active agency detection device’ postulated to explain belief in conscious 
agents in nature that do not in fact exist, but that there is no evolutionary 
penalty for perceiving; better to over-detect than under-detect agency in 
nature when some of it is predatory (Guthrie 1993; Barrett 2000).  
 What if, rather, what I experienced was a rare moment of spiritual 
insight into the exotic intelligence and communicative ability of trees?  
 Maybe the experience was in some way a result of my own long-term 
arborphilia—which can be de ned as a friendly or loving feeling toward 
trees. I had, after all, spent many of my young primate hours swinging 
high in trees. Perhaps this made me open to communion and commu-
nication with them. 
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 There have, in fact, been no few number of environmentalist scholars 
and activists who contend that open-hearted people can cultivate just 
such spiritual perception (Naess 1983; Abram 1996, 2005). As Gary 
Snyder once told me during an interview when describing animistic 
perception,  
  

Do you know how things communicate with you? They don’t talk to you 
directly, but you hear a different song in your head… It’s not that animals 
come up and say something in English in your ear. You know, it’s that 
things come into your mind (in Taylor 1995: 113).  

 
The trick, Snyder continued, is learning to discern when one is being 
given a gift of communication from beyond oneself, and when one’s 
thoughts are one’s own. 
 Today, any con dence in this regard is far beyond my ken. What I 
know for sure, however, is that many people have experiences of 
connection, communion, and kinship with organisms who are not 
human, and that such experiences are not uncommon for our species. 
 Indeed, I have often found such perceptions and feelings among 
ardent environmentalists—the deeper people probe the reasons for their 
passions, the more often it seems they have had such experiences. I have 
written about such things elsewhere; I need not belabor them here 
(Taylor 1991, 1995, 2001a, 2001b, 2002, 2005, 2008, 2010, 2013a, 2013c). 
Instead I can segue into an introduction of this special issue, another that 
takes arborphilia as central to its explorations (see also my Editor’s 
Introduction in Taylor 2013b).  
 The JSRNC’s managing editor, Joy Greenberg, leads off with two 
fascinating articles that, taken together, explore arborphilia in its depth 
and diversity in both ancient and contemporary worlds.1 The next article 
provides a mixed-methods study of contemporary Druidry by Kimberly 
Kirner, which illuminates the relationships Western Druids have with 
trees and other fauna and the ethical understandings that are entwined 
with their perceptions and practices. In the nal featured article Emma 
Stone takes an ethnographic approach as she examines the relationships, 
perceptions, and spiritual practices that participants in the Afro-
Brazilian religion of Umbanda have with trees and other fauna, and 
reasons that such religion is a means through which some Brazilians 
sacralise and nd healing and meaning in nature. 

 
 1. The JSRNC is a peer-reviewed journal in which external evaluators do not 
know the identity of the author and vice versa. When members of the JSRNC editorial 
team submit their work we take special measures to ensure that reviewer anonymity 
is maintained, and we never publish such submissions without strong positive 
reviews from them. 



 Editor’s Introduction 375 

© Equinox Publishing Ltd 2015. 

 
References 

 
Abram, David. 1996. The Spell of the Sensuous: Perception and Language in a More-than-

Human World (New York: Pantheon). 
———. 2005. ‘Magic, Animism, and the Shaman's Craft’, in Bron Taylor (ed.), Encyclo-

pedia of Religion and Nature (London/New York: Continuum International): 1023-
26. 

Barrett, Justin. 2000. ‘Exploring the Natural Foundations of Religion’, Trends in Cogni-
tive Science 4: 29-34. Doi: http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S1364-6613(99)01419-9. 

Guthrie, Stewart. 1993. Faces in the Clouds: A New Theory of Religion (New York: Oxford 
University Press). 

Naess, Arne. 1983. ‘How My Philosophy Seemed to Develop’, in Andre Mercier and 
Maja Svilar (eds.), Philosophers on their Own Work (Bern, Switzerland: Peter 
Lang): 209-26. 

Taylor, Bron. 1991. ‘The Religion and Politics of Earth First!’, The Ecologist 21.6: 258-66. 
———. 1995. ‘Resacralizing Earth: Pagan Environmentalism and the Restoration of 

Turtle Island’, in David Chidester and Edward T. Linenthal (eds.), American 
Sacred Space (Bloomington: Indiana University Press): 97-151. 

———. 2001a. ‘Earth and Nature-Based Spirituality (Part I): From Deep Ecology to 
Radical Environmentalism’, Religion 31.2: 175-93. Doi: http://dx.doi.org/ 
10.1006/reli.2000.0256. 

———. 2001b. ‘Earth and Nature-Based Spirituality (Part II): From Deep Ecology and 
Bioregionalism to Scienti c Paganism and the New Age’, Religion 31.3: 225-45. 
Doi: http://dx.doi.org/10.1006/reli.2000.0257. 

———. 2002. ‘Diggers, Wolves, Ents, Elves and Expanding Universes: Bricolage, 
Religion, and Violence from Earth First! and the Earth Liberation Front to the 
Antiglobalization Resistance’, in Jeffrey Kaplan and Heléne Lööw (eds.), The 
Cultic Milieu: Oppositional Subcultures in an Age of Globalization (Lanham, MD: 
Altamira/Rowman & Little eld): 26-74. 

———. 2005. ‘Snyder, Gary—and the Invention of Bioregional Spirituality and 
Politics’, in Bron Taylor (ed.), Encyclopedia of Religion and Nature (London: 
Continuum International): 1562-67. 

———. 2008. ‘The Tributaries of Radical Environmentalism’, Journal of Radicalism 2.1: 
27-61. Doi: http://dx.doi.org/10.1353/jsr.2008.0028. 

———. 2010. Dark Green Religion: Nature Spirituality and the Planetary Future (Berkeley: 
University of California Press). 

———. 2013a. ‘Arborphilia and Sacred Rebellion’, Journal for the Study of Religion, 
Nature and Culture 7.3: 239-42. Doi: http://dx.doi.org/10.1558/jsrnc.v7i3.239 

———. 2013b. ‘Editor’s Introduction’, Journal for the Study of Religion, Nature and 
Culture 7.3: 237-38. Doi: http://dx.doi.org/10.1558/jsrnc.v7i3.237. 

Taylor, Bron (ed.). 2013c. Avatar and Nature Spirituality (Waterloo, ON: Wilfrid Laurier 
University Press). 

 
Bron Taylor 

Editor in Chief 
 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S1364-6613(99)01419-9
http://dx.doi.org/10.1006/reli.2000.0256
http://dx.doi.org/10.1006/reli.2000.0256
http://dx.doi.org/10.1006/reli.2000.0257
http://dx.doi.org/10.1353/jsr.2008.0028
http://dx.doi.org/10.1558/jsrnc.v7i3.239
http://dx.doi.org/10.1558/jsrnc.v7i3.237


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




