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Georgina Heydon (2019) Researching Forensic Linguistics: Approaches and Applications

Researching Forensic Linguistics is an informative, hands-on guide to conduct-
ing research in forensic linguistics that can underpin legal and justice practices 
and address social justice problems involving language. Georgina Heydon takes 
readers step by step through the research process using case studies that draw 
on different types of forensic and legal language data such as police interviews, 
anonymous reports of sexual assault, threatening letters and justice stakeholder 
interviews. Each chapter is framed by a language problem arising from either 
forensic linguistic case work or a key issue in language and the law. Up-to-date 
research methods in forensic linguistics are presented, including authorship attri-
bution using online corpora, practice-based linguistic analysis and experimental 
techniques. This is an ideal companion for linguists who want to apply their skills 
to a forensic setting, practitioners in the legal and justice fields seeking to under-
stand how linguistic analysis can support their work, and any student undertak-
ing research in forensic linguistics within English language, linguistics, applied 
linguistics and legal studies. (from publisher’s website)

Routledge. ISBN 9781138575998 (156 pp) routledge.com

Maartje De Meulder, Joseph J. Murray and Rachel L. McKee (eds.) (2019) The Legal 
Recognition of Sign Languages: Advocacy and Outcomes around the World

This book presents the first ever comprehensive overview of national laws recog-
nising sign languages, the impacts they have and the advocacy campaigns which 
led to their creation. It comprises 18 studies from communities across Europe, 
the US, South America, Asia and New Zealand. They set sign language legisla-
tion within the national context of language policies in each country and show 
patterns of intersection between language ideologies, public policy and deaf 
communities’ discourses. The chapters are grounded in a collaborative writing 
approach between deaf and hearing scholars and activists involved in legislative 
campaigns. Each one describes a deaf community’s expectations and hopes for 
legal recognition and the type of sign language legislation achieved. The chapters 
also discuss the strategies used in achieving the passage of the legislation, as well 
as an account of barriers confronted and surmounted (or not) in the legislative 
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process. The book will be of interest to language activists in the fields of sign 
language and other minority languages, policymakers and researchers in deaf 
studies, sign linguistics, sociolinguistics, human rights law and applied linguis-
tics. (from publisher’s website)

Multilingual Matters. ISBN 9781788923996 (344 pp) multilingual-matters.com

David Lanius (2019) Strategic Indeterminacy in the Law

Though indeterminacy in legal texts is pervasive, there is a widespread misun-
derstanding about what indeterminacy is, particularly as it pertains to law. Legal 
texts present unique challenges insofar as they address a heterogeneous audience, 
are applied in a variety of unforeseeable circumstances and must, at the same 
time, lay down clear and unambiguous standards. Sometimes they fail to do so, 
however, either by accident or by intention. While many have claimed that inde-
terminacy facilitates flexibility and can be strategically used, few have recognised 
that there are more forms of indeterminacy than vagueness and ambiguity. A 
comprehensive account of legal indeterminacy is thus called for. David Lanius 
here answers that call and, in so doing, addresses three central questions about 
the role of indeterminacy in the law. First, what are the sources of indeterminacy 
in law? Second, what effects do the different forms of indeterminacy have? Third, 
how can and should these forms be intentionally used? (from publisher’s website)

Oxford University Press. ISBN 9780190923693 (320 pp) global-oup.com

Izabela Skoczeń (2019) Implicatures within Legal Language

This book proposes a novel, descriptive theory that unveils the linguistic mecha-
nisms lurking behind judicial decisions. It offers a comprehensive account of the 
ongoing debate, as well as a novel solution to the problem of understanding legal 
pragmatics. This book addresses the question of whether implicatures occur in 
legal language, firstly illustrating why the classic Gricean theory is not applicable 
(without substantial modification) to the description of legal language and pro-
posing a novel approach based on a modification of Andrei Marmor’s ‘strategic 
speech’. Subsequently, it analyses neo-Gricean theories and their limited use for 
describing the mechanisms of legal interpretation, and discusses the possibility of 
pragmatic enrichment of legal content as well as the notion of completeness of a 
legal proposition. Lastly, it illustrates how the developed theory works in practice, 
with examples from penal and civil law cases. (abridged from publisher’s website)

Springer. ISBN 9783030125318 (172 pp) springer.com
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Jan M. Broekman (2019) Rethinking Law and Language: The Flagship ‘Speech’

Focusing on the multilevel phenomenon of ‘speech’, Jan M. Broekman explores 
the history of this theme, from the West-European Middle Ages, through to 
today’s globalisation. Existing philosophical concepts are studied for their views 
on ‘alter’, other and otherness in speech, alongside scientific approaches includ-
ing ‘semiotics’, ‘structuralism’ and, in particular, ‘legal consciousness’. This state-
of-the-art book unveils today’s problems with the two faces of language: the 
analogue and the digital, on the basis of which our smart phones and Artificial 
Intelligence create modern life. Innovative and explorative, Rethinking Law and 
Language will be of value to law scholars, social scientists and psychologists alike. 
The investigation of professional language and the impact of digital communi-
cation on social relations will also appeal to judges and other officials as well as 
politicians. (abridged from publisher’s website)

Edward Elgar. eISBN 978 1 78897 662 6 (352 pp) e-elgar.com


