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The author sets out to consider the development of healthcare chaplaincy
between 1993 and 2012 through recollections and his experience of the
events which drove the development during this period.
Healthcare chaplaincy underwent considerable organizational changes
during this period and the author draws on these to present a chronological
appraisal of the work of a number of bodies endeavouring to affect changes
in policy and accountability in healthcare chaplaincy.
The author, himself involved in many conversations regarding ways forward for healthcare chaplaincy, uses examples of projects and cites attempts
at co-ordinating a policy on the organization and work of chaplaincy. He
tells of frustrations and disappointments as well as the commitment of individuals to struggle with a difficult area in healthcare.
Reading the book as I did, with some knowledge of the concepts of formulating a chaplaincy service which is more structured and accountable,
I believe it provides an excellent insight into possibilities for the future of
chaplaincy. The book draws on a wealth of direct and indirect experience to
present a variety of models of healthcare chaplaincy. Some of these have been
explored and found lacking, whilst others have the potential for ensuring a
future chaplaincy which is recognized by other healthcare professionals. The
tensions between chaplaincy bodies are addressed by the author and forms
part of the reflective dialogue which runs through each of the chapters. The
annexes in tabular form provide an excellent way for the reader to consider
aspects of chaplaincy development, including financial implications.
This book may be difficult for the casual reader without any knowledge of
chaplaincy in the healthcare domain. However, I would strongly recommend
it as essential reading for anyone aspiring to a senior position in chaplaincy
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management. It should also prove useful for healthcare managers who are
unaware of the significant efforts being made to address the professional
status of chaplains and chaplaincy services.
The book’s title reflects the difficulties that have been faced by healthcare
chaplaincy and those, like the author, who have worked to clear the way for
the future.

HSCC 4.1
Edition 4.1 of the journal (May 2016) will be guest edited by the
Rev’d Dr Andrew Todd, Director of the Cardiff Centre for Chaplaincy
Studies. The theme will be ‘Chaplaincy perspectives on health and
healthcare’. Papers are invited on such areas as: chaplaincy’s distinctive contribution to health, or healthcare; chaplaincy as healthcare;
chaplaincy casting light on understandings of health; chaplaincy
informing models of, or approaches to, healthcare.
Abstracts for potential papers (no more than 250 words), should be
sent to Andrew Todd by email (ToddAJ@cf.ac.uk) by 31st January
2015. Papers should be submitted by 31st July 2015 in the usual way
and will be subject to peer review. Guidelines for authors on preparation and submission are available at www.equinoxpub.com.
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