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Chapter 2, ‘Evolution’, is emblematic of the book’s strengths, showing how the
radically distinct accounts of Genesis 1 and 2 are grossly incompatible with a literalist
reading and cannot be brought to bear on the question of biological evolution. As
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welfare ethic attached to Hebrew doctrine is lacking (Nash 2009). Hoffman’s
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The dust jacket says this book ‘explores what the Bible meant before it was
misinterpreted over the last two thousand years’. Yet it must be said that discrepant
readings are not merely products of later confusion. Ambiguity and disputation have
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